A Message From The Director
Welcome to the March/
April edition of our Centre newsletter.
Once
again the year has got
off to a flying start
with Easter already
upon us!
Please note
that the Centre will be
closed for the Easter
Public Holidays starting
from Friday 3rd April
and reopening on Tuesday 7th April. I wish all
of our families and
staff
a
wonderful
Easter and hope you all
have a happy and safe
long weekend.
April will be another
exciting month at the
Centre as we celebrate
our 5th birthday on Friday 10th April. We will
be celebrating with a
dress up day, face
painting and a magic
show. It is also a time
to reflect on the Cen-

tres achievements over
its short five years as
Gracelands Early Education Centre.

At Gracelands we strive

The Gracelands team
are very honoured to be
finalists in the Child
Care Services categories in the Australian
Small Business Awards
and the Sydney Hills
Local Business Awards.
Winners will be announced at the end of
April, we will keep you
posted – please keep
your fingers crossed for
us!

guard

Mother’s Day is also
just around the corner
and we will be celebrating with an afternoon
tea for all the mummies
at the Centre on Friday
8th May – please mark
the date on your calendar.

to provide a safe and
healthy environment for
our children and safethe

Centre

as
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best we can from the

March/April 2015

spreading of illnesses.

Contact Details:

We

remind

you

that

children must be kept
home if they are unwell.
If your child is unwell
and will not be attending
the

Centre

booked

day,

on

their
please

phone or email the Centre by 9:00am. We appreciate early notification as it allows us to
arrange

extra/casual/

make up days for our
families and staff rostering.
Liz

Address:
7 Arnold Avenue
Kellyville NSW 2155
Phone:
(02) 9629 5499
Email:
admin@gracelands.com.au
christine@gracelands.com.au
elizabeth@gracelands.com.au

April Dates for your Diary
Easter Hat Parade

30-2

5th Birthday

10

Sports Jersey Day

16

ANZAC Week

14-24

Ditto Show

23

Cooking Fun Day

27

Car Seat Restraint
Checks & Fittings

8 & 29

Nominated Supervisor’s Message
Hi families!
Gracelands has celebrated
throughout March with St
Patricks Day, Teddy’s Bear’s
Picnics, Crazy Hair days, a
Harmony Day show, a visit
from the Dental Nurse and
Fire Evacuation Drill week.
April is going to be even bigger with Easter Hat Parades
and Easter Egg hunts, Gracelands 5th Birthday, Ditto
Safety Show, Cooking Day ,
Sports Day and Anzac Commemorative
Activities
planned! Get ready for a
month of fun.
Thank you to all our families
who provided feedback on
the Kindy Photo Survey. We
have collated all the data
and Kate’s Precious Moments, who has been our
Kindy Photos provider for
the past 3 years, was the
clear stand out amongst the
other providers put forward.
We will hold our annual Kindy
Photo week in May.
We will be kicking off the
first of our Fundraising
events for 2015 with Entertainment Books and App. $13
from each Entertainment
Book or App purchased will
come back to the centre. All
Entertainment
Book/App
Page 2

fundraising will be used for
the purchase of children’s
resources.
I just want to reiterate to
all our lovely families that
my door is always open, so if
you have feedback or a query
then please ensure that you
pop your head into my office.
Alternatively send an email
if I’m not in then I will get it
when I arrive.
A reminder, we have several
public holidays coming up.
We offer make-up days for
children whose attendance
falls on a public holiday. In
order to book a make-up day
please email the Centre
admin@gracelands.com.au
and we can look up availability. If you would prefer a
public holiday to be put
through as a half rate holiday fee you will need to provide 2 weeks written notice.
Over the past few weeks
there have been some queries from families regarding
their Child Care Tax Rebate
(CCR). In case you were unaware, your CCR is estimated
on your account 2 weeks in
advance, and this is until you
have reached the 85%
buffer that DEEWR has put
in place (approx. $6375).

Once this buffer is reached
DEEWR no longer estimates
in advance and you need to
wait until DEEWR processes
your attendances which are
submitted every Friday. If
you are eligible to receive
the full CCR amount of
$7500 (per financial year), it
can take up to 2 weeks for
this to be processed. Unfortunately this is out of our
control and is a system that
DEEWR have put in place to
limit families being over paid
and then receiving a large
bill at the end of the financial year to pay back. I hope
this helps with any confusion
and gives you a little understanding into what is happening with your account. If you
still have some questions
please come and see myself,
Christine or Liz ... we will be
happy to help!
Finally before signing off I
just wanted to share some
news that Adam and I are
expecting our second bub in
June! We are very excited
(and nervous) to have Imogen become a big sister – so
that belly you have watched
grow was not
just
a
big
Christmas
lunch!!!
Kind Regards
Megan
Gracelands Early Education Centre

A Few Things To Remember!
Make-up Days For
Public Holidays

Book Club Orders
Orders can be made by cheque or
credit card online or over the
phone. Please remember to receipt all payments on your order
form and please, NO CASH! Place
all complete order forms in the
Book Club Letterbox located in
the foyer by the due date.

If your child is booked in for a Public Holiday you
are able to book a make-up day subject to availability. Your account must be up to date and the makeup day taken within an eight week period of the
Public Holiday.
If your child is booked in our service 5 days per week,
the Public Holiday will be processed at holiday half
rate.
Please see Miss Megan or Miss Chris in the office to
book in your make-up day.
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Alex Andreas Elijah Xander
Lucas R Shalin Ewan Holly
Sophie Alessio Neelan Shalin
Lucas B William Olivia
Michael Sienna Korina Allan
John Lorenzo Zavier Natalia
Hannah Amelie Alexander
Leo Noah Alison Chloe Saskia
Elliott
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Birthday Cakes
Please remember if you are ordering a birthday cake
from the kitchen to provide one week’s notice. Cakes
cost $5.50 which is paid to the office.
Please remember if you are SUPPLYING a birthday
cake to deliver the cake with a list of ingredients (no
nuts) to the kitchen. Please ensure you supply enough
cake or cupcakes for 30 serves.
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Policies & Procedures
Staff Member of
the Month
Miss Jess




For her willingness to help in any
situation and pro-active attitude!

Open Doors Policy





Our service is open at all times for parental inspection.
Please come and see how we help your
child’s development.
Entry by you any time is your guarantee
of the continuing quality of our working
practices.
Never use a service where you are not
welcome.




Don’t hesitate to visit us.
Our service is proud of the quality of
service we provide.



Our Educators/Staff are qualified,
trained, experienced and talented.



Rather than take our word for this.....



See for yourselves!

Easter Bunny Breakfast!
Ingredients
1 rasher streaky bacon
1 egg
3 chives
2 Blueberries

Method
1. Cut bacon rasher in half. In a
nonstick pan, fry for 2 minutes
each side. Remove to a plate lined
with absorbent paper.
2. Fry egg over gentle heat for 2-4 minutes until cooked to your liking.
3. Place egg on a plate. Cut chives in half and arrange on egg as whiskers.
4. Position blueberries as the eyes and fried bacon as the ears.
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Gracelands Early Education Centre
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Gracelands is turning
5 years old and we’re
celebrating with a big party!
th

Friday 10

April

9:30am
Face
Painting
and Balloon Animals
10:30am Cake Cutting
11:00am MAGIC SHOW
REMINDER:

If you are not picking up your child/ren
from the Centre please advise us either via email or a
phone call. If the person collecting your child has not
been to the Centre before please advise them that they
MUST RING THE DOOR BELL to be met by a staff
member so they can be identified. If the person collecting your child is not on your Emergency Contact List, you
must provide us with their FULL NAME and ADDRESS. A
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Room Report — Gumnut Babies
Greetings
from
the Gumnut Babies Room.
Well it’s been an extremely
busy time in the Gumnut Babies
Room over the past two months.
We have been enjoying participating in our centre calendar of
event’s along with our focus
topics. Our little Gumnut Babies are well and truly settled
in their Kindy environment now
and are happy to join in and
have fun.
As you can see when you walk
into our room it’s full of colour
and the beautiful art and craft
your children have created.
We have really focused on putting up pictures of the children
creating their art work so that
you can have a better visual of
them actually creating their
craft. Please let us have your
feedback on how are craft is
displayed and if there is something that you would like to see
so that we can try and display
this as well. It goes to show no
matter how little our Gumnuts
are they are keen and interested in having a go at any experience we plan. Over the last
two weeks we have also been
focusing on sensory play. We
made red jelly and once it set
nice and firm we placed various
animals in the jelly for children
to explore in sensory play; feeling the texture of the jelly, the
coldness and their ability to
push the animals into the jelly.
I have to say some children
even ate the jelly and enjoyed
the taste as well as having fun
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squishing it in their fingers! We would like to say
thank you to Juliet Mearns (Alexander’s mummy)
who came in on St Patrick’s Day and helped us make
a Green Cake. The children enjoy having a mummy
or daddy come in to do an activity. They really become engaged and participate in the event. If you
would like to come in and paint, read a book or do
craft experiences please let us know.

We have celebrated many 1st and 2nd Birthdays in the month of
March. As soon as your children have celebrated their 2nd Birthday we do try to move them up to the Toddler Room as soon as a
position becomes available. If you have any questions about your
child moving to the Busy Bees, please do not hesitate to speak to
us.
Just a friendly reminder to please ensure that you take your
child’s water bottle home each day to wash and bring back. As the
mornings have started to become a little cooler some children are
arriving in thick tracksuit pants. Please remember to pack some
other clothes for your children to change into throughout the day
as playing outside the days are still nice and warm. For our little
girls, please ensure that they are not wearing sleeveless tops or
open shoes such as thongs (we don’t want them to take the skin
off the top of their toes playing outside).
If you have any concerns, questions or require some information
please feel free to speak to any of our Educators. I look forward
to the next few months with lots of exciting things planned.
Miss Judy, Miss Monika, Miss Ashley, Miss Shadi, Miss Shealee,
Miss Fiona and Miss Trudi
Gracelands Early Education Centre

Room Report — Busy Bees
The BB children have been very
busy throughout March. Kicking
off as they welcomed in autumn
creating beautiful leaves, just
like the ones that fall off the
trees. The children discussed
with their educators how the
weather changes and what happens to all the trees and plants
throughout this time.
As we headed into the middle of
March the children prepared to
celebrate St Patrick’s Day.
Through art and craft, music and
discussion the children embraced
the day with understanding and
excitement.

Australia is a country of erratic weather. Please ensure a
variety of clothes are provided
in your child’s bag. As we move
into winter the mornings are

To finish off March, the children
have been working very hard creating beautiful Easter gifts for
their Mummy’s and Daddy’s. They
are very excited to share their
creations and feel the warmth of
giving. As we celebrate Easter,
we are making Easter hats,
Easter craft and engaging in our
Easter Bunny hunt.

getting colder, however the

Just a reminder that children will
not be able to move into the
Happy Hippo’s unless they are
toilet trained. Before it gets any
colder if you are thinking about
toilet training your child, now
would be the time to get started,
as the winter months prove to
make toilet training more difficult.

more time interacting and edu-

days warm up so it would be
appreciated if when it’s cold in
the morning you could put a
jacket on your child. Underneath a T-shirt would be great
for when the day warms up.
This way we can quickly remove the jacket and spend
cating your child.
Please don’t forget to bring in
your family photos and community wall photos as all the children enjoy looking at their own
photo’s and other children’s
photos.

In the Busy Bee
room we encourage children to tidy up after they
finish playing. Not only is
it a safety issue but it is
also teaching them self
help skills as they learn to
take care of the toys and
share with others. The
Busy Bee staff would appreciate it if you have
other children with you
when picking up your child
that you encourage them
to put away any toys they
play with.
Parent feedback is always
welcomed and we would
love to hear your thoughts
and ideas about the Busy
Bee room. If you did
something special on the
weekend let the staff
know and we can incorporate that into our program.
We are very proud of all
the children as we have
watched them flourish
through these first few
months in the Busy Bee
room. We thank you for
your ongoing encouragement and support and look
forward to the next few
months.
Miss Maddie, Miss Tammy,
Miss

Sarah

and

Miss

Molly.
Volume 1 Issue 2
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Room Report—Happy Hippos
What a busy couple of months it has
been for our ever growing Hippos!
Miss Jess, Miss Bee, Miss Susan and I
would like to say thank you to the
families who came and participated in
the parent information night. It was
lovely to see you all and to have the
chance to chat. It was great that you
were able to come and see what your
child does when he/she is at school. I
think you can agree that they are very
very busy!
What have we been learning about?
With the implementation of our Green
and Yellow Groups, we have seen a
positive response from the children.
They are able to engage more effectively, have a voice and get more time
and support from their educators.
The Green Group have been focusing
on the daily calendar and using songs
to learn the days of the week,
weather and months of the year. We
also ROTE count each day to reach
the days date. With the change of
season the Green Group have been
very interested in Autumn. I have
been amazed with their ability to retain information about Evergreen and
Deciduous trees. Ask your child about
this and prepare to be amazed! The
Yellow Group have been busily engaging with shapes and intentional drawing. Allowing the children to recognise
that shapes such as circles can actually become faces or spiders and
shapes like squares and triangles can
make a house. Miss Jess and Miss Bee
are so super proud of them!
In April, both the Green and Yellow
group will celebrate Easter with an
Easer hat parade!
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Gracelands

During this month your
child will also begin to
discuss Anzac Day and
what this means. If you
have any photos or
memorabilia from family
members who may have
served in any war please
bring this in. They will
be so proud to show
their peers.
Miss Alaina and Miss
Susan will be taking just
over three weeks leave
beginning at Easter to go
on a holiday to Hawaii.

Miss Alaina’s best friend is getting married and
she will have the honour of being her bridesmaid.
They are looking forward to returning and hearing
what the Hippos have been up to.
Well done to all the Hippos taking time to sign
their name each morning. They are so excited to
do this task and it helps them not only to begin
learning how to write their name but also gain a
sense of belonging to school for the day. Keep it
up!
Until next time
Miss Alaina, Miss Jess, Miss Bee and Miss Susan

Room Report—Wise Owls
Is March really over and
April already here?! Wow! We
cannot believe how fast this
year is going!
During March the Wise Owls
have been extending their skills
and concentration as we completed many structured school
readiness activities at the tables. We have had to cut,
paste, write, draw, complete
sequencing, match colours, sort
and recognise colours, identify
letters, sounds and words that
begin with specific letters.
Miss Bec and the other educators have really noticed a big
difference in the children’s
ability to listen to complex instructions and follow them independently.
March has also signified the
start of Homework! Please remember that there is only one
sheet per week to complete.
The emphasis is more on the
understanding of having ‘work’
and structured activities to
complete at home in preparation for Big School next year.
Please ensure that your child is
completing the homework independently and that you are
there for assistance in prompting, encouraging and praising
their efforts.
You will probably have noticed
that Show and Tell has also
started! Thank you for complying with the note that was sent
home to ensuring the Show and
Tell items that are brought in
are going along with the letter
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for that week. We are finding
the children are getting so
much more from the Show and
Tell experience and are learning things about objects they
may not have thought of before. Remember, if you do not
have an object at home starting
with the letter allocated for
your week, we are happy for
you to get your child to draw a
picture or do some research on
the internet and print pictures
to bring in to show! Be creative!
Well done to everyone with encouraging your child to sign
their name in for the day on
the sheet allocated outside the
Wise Owl door. This activity
only takes a few minutes to
complete, but the results and
benefits are very large! Every
time one of the educators arrive to school, the children
greet us with such excitement
and pride in their ability they
have shown in writing their
names independently! Keep it
up!
We cannot wait to see what
April has in store for us in the
Wise Owl Room! We hope you
all have a fantastic Easter
Break and are spoilt rotten by
the Easter Bunny!
Lots of Love,
Miss Bec, Miss Amanda, Miss
Shannon and Miss Kate

Don’t forget to
do your homework
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Fat Facts
Fat is one of the major sources of energy in our diet and some fat is essential to maintain
proper body function. It helps to insulate the body, assists in the absorption of certain fatsoluble vitamins, such as vitamin A, and healthy skin and hair are also maintained by fat.
Once upon a time all fats were considered unhealthy but research has changed our thinking
and we now understand that there are good fats
and bad fats. Unsaturated fats (good fats) are
divided into monounsaturated fats and polyunsaturated fats, and both types are thought to
have beneficial effects on cholesterol levels.
Saturated fats (bad fats) are found in meat and
dairy products. These fats are solid at room
temperature and conventional advice has been
to avoid them as much as possible.

However,

good fat is still a fat in terms of calories!

Educator Update
At Gracelands we understand the importance of continual professional development and encourage staff to attend courses and seminars.
During February and March the following additional
training was undertaken:


Quality Documentation—Reflecting EYLF
(Miss Chris)



A View From the Floor—Move About Therapy
(Miss Jess)



Leadership Essentials (Miss Judy)



Hand in Hand Linking Learning Transition to
School (Miss Amanda)



Whole Centre Communication (Miss Sarah,
Miss Shadi, Miss Ashley, Miss Shealee, Miss
Kate)



Assisting Children to Settle and Self Regulate
(Miss Fiona, Miss Molly)



Quality Menu Planning for Taste and Nutrition
(Miss Julie)



Working with Children from 0-3 (Miss Molly,
Miss Fiona)

Easter Holidays
The Centre will be closed on Good Friday (3rd April) and Easter Monday
(6th April).
As ANZAC Day falls on a Saturday
this year there is no Public Holiday.

Please remember
that if you require
makeup days they
need to be booked
within an eight (8)
week period of the
Public Holiday.

